
Interrupting a Funeral 
Luke 7.11-17 



Mimesis = imitation



Mimesis
Luke 7.11-17 imitates 1 Kings 17.10-24 

• 1 Kings 17.10, 17; Luke 7.12 - Both Elijah and Jesus come to a 
gate


• 1 Kings 17.17-18; Luke 7.12 - Both involve a widow whose only 
son has died


• 1 Kings 17.20-21; Luke 7.13 - Elijah cries out to the Lord, and 
Jesus has compassion


• 1 Kings 17.21; Luke 7.14 - Elijah stretches himself upon the child, 
and Jesus touches the bier



Mimesis
• 1 Kings 17.22; Luke 7.15 - “And the life of the child came 

into him again, and he revived” and “And the dead man 
sat up and began to speak” 


• 1 King 17.23; Luke 7.15 - Both Elijah and Jesus “gave him 
to his mother” Luke uses the exact same wording as the 
Greek version of the Old Testament 


• 1 Kings 17:24; Luke 7:16 - The mother said to Elijah, “Now 
I know that you are a man of God, and that the word of 
the Lord in your mouth is truth,” and the crowd said of 
Jesus, “A great prophet has arisen among us!”



Context
• It is a companion story to the story of Jesus healing 

the centurion’s servant (7.1-10)


• It anticipates Jesus’ response to messengers sent 
by John (7.18-23)



• These two miracles, begin a section of revealing 
Jesus not only as a great prophet (7.16) but Lord 
(7.13) and Messiah (9.20)



Jesus’ Compassion
• So why does Jesus stop? 


• Because “he had compassion” (7.13)


• Greek verb: esplagchnisthē 


• “his heart broke”



• The Widow does not ask for help


• Luke 4.25-26



Interrupting a Funeral
• Lk. 7.13 - Jesus is about help the widow


• Lk. 7.14 - Touch is an important part of his ministry 
(8.44-46; 18.15; 22.51; 24.39)


• Lk. 7.14 - Jesus speaks directly to the dead man


• Lk. 7.15 - The action is solely at Jesus’ initiative



Jesus’ Compassion and 
Action

• Lk. 7.16 - The crowds praise God


• God sees a need someone has and cares enough 
about that person to do something about the need


• James 1.27



The Requirements of 
Compassion

1.Compassion is experienced and expressed with 
regard to the suffering of others


2.Compassion is experienced with regard to serious 
suffering


3.Compassion is generated by people imagining 
themselves in the predicament of the victims



1.The compassion felt or rendered is unconditional


2.There is a private and social element in compassion


3.Compassion is not a mere feeling, but is expressed 
in deeds of care



Conclusion
• The early church’s engagement with suffering 

people was crucial to its explosive growth


• Christians are called to imitate Christ





“Empathy isn’t just something that happens to us – a 
meteor shower of synapses firing across the brain – 
it’s also a choice we make: to pay attention, to extend 
ourselves. It’s made of exertion, that dowdier (less 
attractive) cousin of impulse. Sometimes we care for 
another because we know we should, or because it’s 
asked for, but this doesn’t make our caring hollow. 
The act of choosing simply means we’ve committed 
ourselves to a set of behaviors greater than the sum of 
our individual inclinations: I will listen to his sadness, 
even when I’m deep in my own.”



• God shows us in Christ a new understanding of 
human love, commitment, and responsibility


• Jesus Christ’s call to compassion reverberates in 
the Christian’s treatment of the entire world


• Jesus gave an unknowing world the very depths of 
Himself, emptying himself in the form of a servant, 
becoming obedient to the point of death



• In His Name and example, the Christian does 
likewise


